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By Cpl. Benjamin Cossel, 122nd MPAD

Soldiers with the 1st Cavalry Division's Troop E, 3rd of the 153rd Infantry, 39th Brigade Combat Team cross
an engineer bridge spanning the Tigris River during an early morning operation Oct 20.

BAGHDAD, Iraq-- Soldiers in the southern Baghdad
district of Al Dora are seeing something they haven't seen
too often since arriving in this sometimes troubled portion
of the Iraqi capital in April:  smiles.

Civil military operations conducted by the 1st Cavalry
Division's 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment of the 5th
Brigade Combat Team have been delivering seeds to area
farmers, backpacks to needy school children and meals to
needy families.

"These projects are in keeping with the holiday of
Ramadan," said 5th Brigade Combat Team spokesman Capt.
Saleem Sharif.  "One of the pillars of this holy month is
charity."

The local populace has greeted every delivery made by
1-8 Cavalry's "Mustangs" warmly.  The Soldiers feel a dif-
ference, too.

"It makes you feel good to be able to do something dif-
ferent ... something besides security missions," one
Mustang trooper noted.  

Unlike rebuilding and restoration projects, which can
take months to come to fruition, these deliveries by the
Mustangs offer instantaneous results:  the smiles on the
faces of the Al Dora residents and Soldiers, alike.

Ramadan Deliveries Bring
Smiles to Iraqis, Soldiers

Not only Iraqi kids were smiling as Soldiers of the 1st
Cavalry Division's 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment
delivered backpacks to needy school children in the
Al Dora District in southern Baghdad. The unit has
focused on civil military operations during the month-
long celebration of Ramadan, also providing seeds to
local farmers and meals to needy families.

Photo courtesy of 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment
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By Spc. Al Barrus
122nd MPAD

BAGHDAD, Iraq-- In order to pre-
vent anti-Iraqi attacks during the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan, all
companies of 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry
Regiment, 5th Brigade Combat Team,
1st Cavalry Division, along with ele-
ments in the 2nd Battalion, 24th Marine
Regiment, conducted a large scale cor-
don and search in the southern outskirts
of Baghdad Oct. 14. 

A significant weapons cache was
found in the Marine sector in the south-
ern-most portion of the operation,
according to Capt. Rodney Schmucker,
1-8 Cav. planning officer. There,
Soldiers and Marines found ten 500-
pound bombs, 100 mortar rounds, seven
rocket-propelled grenades, and a sundry
of small arms and other explosives.

Forty individuals were detained dur-
ing the raid. Many of the 18 intended
target individuals were found, while oth-
ers were primarily taken into custody for
questioning, he said.

The 12-hour operation spanned over
five cordoned sections within a 15 kilo-
meter area along the Tigris River. The
mission, named Operation Mustang
Socko, sought terrorists and weapons in
this rural sector, mainly populated by
members of the former regime.

Starting out with the cloak of night
surrounding them, individual platoons
inserted into target homes, detaining
suspected terrorists and questioning
them.  

"Our mission is to conduct a series
of cordon and search operations in order
to detain anti-Iraqi forces and to discov-

er and take contraband materials they
are using to disrupt Multinational Forces
operations," said Capt. Scott Sentell,
commander of Company A, 1-8 Cav. His
company searched the northern most
area in the operation. "What we wanted
to do is flood the area with enough com-
bat power to root out the anti-Iraqi
forces and the weapon and ammo
caches."

To find these weapons caches,
Soldiers used metal detectors and
patrolled by foot through fields and
palm groves during daylight hours.
Troops from the 67th Combat Engineer
Battalion assisted the searches with
bomb-sniffing dogs to locate hidden
weapons. Many areas were searched, but
no finds were as significant as the cache
found in the Marine sector.

While finding weapons helps hinder
future attacks on Iraqi forces, the intelli-
gence gathered during the operation is
key to developing more targets in the
terrorist networks.

This mission also ties into a similar
objective where the entire battalion cor-
doned off areas in one of their more dan-
gerous sectors, Abu Dashir, Oct. 9. A
neighborhood populated by Shia
Muslims.

"That last operation [in Abu Dashir]
wasn't linked directly to this one, but it
was similar in the fact that we wanted to
disrupt insurgents before Ramadan,"
said Schmucker. "To protect local
nationals, we wanted to conduct some
offensive operations."

In keeping successful operations
like Operation Mustang Socko consis-
tent, the battalion can complete their
overall mission in helping to make a sta-
ble and free Iraq.

"There may be no end to those who
believe they need to disrupt a peaceful,
democratic government," Schmucker
explained. "Hopefully, the people will
see that there isn't any good to what
these extremists are doing. We want
them to see the terrorists aren't trying to
provide a better life for the people like
we are."

Cavalry Unit Makes a Big Find in Southern Baghdad

Photo courtesy of 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment

Roughly 100 mortar rounds were
found during Operation Mustang
Socko. This cache was discovered
in the 2-24 Marines sector south of
Baghdad. Also found were ten 500-
pound bombs, seven rocket-pro-
pelled grenades and many other
explosives and small arms.



AUSTIN, Texas
(American-Statesman) -When
the Hunter family returns
from Dallas, they'll find their
home much improved.

While the six-member
family was away Saturday, a
team of about 50 volunteers
from three Unitarian churches
in Austin fixed their home
from top to bottom.

They put a new roof on
the garage out back to replace
the one that had caved in.
They scraped chipping white
paint off the exterior of the
house to prepare it for a fresh
coat. They painted kitchen
cabinets. They got rid of
garbage in the back yard and
trimmed a large tree in the
front yard.

"Everybody here gets as
much out of it as the home-
owner," said Daniel Kaulfus, a
volunteer from the Live Oak
Unitarian Universalist
Church.

The Hunters' house was
part of a program called Raise
the Roof, which this fall will
repair 40 homes belonging to
East Austin residents who are
elderly or have low incomes.

Those residents would
have few options if their hous-

es deteriorated to the point of
being condemned or unsafe to
live in, said Hugh Sparks,
coordinator of Hands on
Housing, the Austin Area
Interreligious Ministries non-
profit program coordinating
the event.

"They cannot afford to
buy (another house) or rent,"
he said. "So what do you do?
You live under the Congress
Avenue bridge and become
homeless."

Homes were chosen from
applications filled out by

homeowners or their family
members. Most Hands on
Housing clients are over 70
years old with an average
income under $10,000 per
year, Sparks said.

For the homeowner, the
improvements cost nothing;
money from grants and partic-
ipating churches helps pay for
materials.

"What a difference it
would make to get a fresh coat
of paint," Sparks said. "It can
be a life-changing experience
for her."
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NeNews Notesws Notes
Kerry, Unaware,
Stops in Texas

ANTHONY, Texas (AP) -
Democrat John Kerry
briefly relaxed on rival
President Bush's home
turf Saturday but appar-
ently wasn't even aware
of it. Kerry stopped by
the Red Rooster Cafe, just
a few yards over the state
line into Texas. He had
just finished a rally in Las
Cruces, N.M., and sat
down for an iced tea with
New Mexico Gov. Bill
Richardson and Lt. Gov.
Diane Denish. The Texas-
New Mexico border runs
right through Anthony.
When asked which side of
the line they were on,
Kerry looked at
Richardson, who said
with a nod that they were
in New Mexico. But their
waitress said it is in
Anthony, Texas, not
Anthony, NM.

Stranger Takes
Over Ga. House

DOUGLASVILLE, Ga.
(AP) - A woman came
home from vacation to find
a stranger living there,
wearing her clothes, chang-
ing utilities into her name
and even ripping out carpet
and repainting a room she
didn't like, authorities said.
During the 2 1/2 weeks the
owner, Beverly Mitchell,
was on vacation in Greece,
Beverly Valentine, 54,
allegedly redecorated the
ranch home, even taking
down the owner's pictures
and replacing them with
her own. "In 28 years, I've
never seen something this
strange," Copeland said. If
convicted, she could face
one to 20 years in prison.

Scott Claver was one of about 50 volunteers
from three Unitarian churches who fixed up this
home by putting a new roof on the garage, paint-
ing the kitchen cabinets and trimming a tree.

Volunteers Give a Helping
Hand on Houses in Austin

Matt Rourke, American-Statesman

Presidential Senior Advisor Karl Rove, lays down in front of the landing
gear of Air Force One so that President Bush could see during antics
before their departure at McGuire Air Force Base, in N.J.

Pablo Martinez Monsivais, AP



LUBBOCK, Texas (AP) -
Vince Young answered his crit-
ics Saturday night. 

He had a career-high 300
yards of total offense, ran for
four touchdowns and threw for
another to lead No. 8 Texas over
Texas Tech 51-21. 

"I have a bunch of critics
who say 'I can't do this' or 'I can't
do that,"' Young said. "It was my
best game overall, a good job
playing quarterback and being a
leader on the team and making
plays." 

Young finished with a sea-
son-high 158 yards on 25 car-
ries. He scored touchdowns on
runs of 2, 2, 1 and 11 yards, and
ran for 121 yards in the first half. 

Texas coach Mack Brown
said Tech's defense was trying to
make the Longhorns pass. 

"That kind of got Vince
going. He was able to hit a few
passes and he had success run-
ning the ball outside," Brown

said. "I felt like going in, every-
body felt like Texas Tech was
going to win, and that was prob-
ably good for us because it does-

n't happen very often when the
University of Texas is an under-
dog. I thought we came out and
hit on all cylinders offensively." 

Cedric Benson, the nation's
leading rusher coming in, fin-
ished with 168 yards on 38 car-
ries and one touchdown for
Texas (6-1, 3-1 Big 12). 

The Longhorn offense was
decidedly one-dimensional, run-
ning 71 rushing plays to 15 in
the air. But when they did go the
air, it was effective. 

Young completed 10-of-15
passes for 142 yards, more than
he had in the last two games
combined. Against Missouri and
No. 2 Oklahoma, he completed
just 11 passes for 105 yards with
two interceptions.  

The Texas win was the sec-
ond straight over Tech. This time
around, it was even close. 

"If we have to get rid of
some guys holding us back," he
said, "we'll darn sure do that."

BOSTON (AP) - All that
was missing was Mark
Bellhorn lingering at home
plate, trying to wave the ball
fair. 

He created his own
October memory by recall-
ing a Red Sox moment
frozen in time: Carlton
Fisk's home run in Game 6
back in 1975. 

Bellhorn hit a drive off
the screen attached to
Pesky's Pole in right field in
the eighth inning, and the
Boston Red Sox held on to
take the highest-scoring
opener in World Series his-
tory, beating the St. Louis
Cardinals 11-9. 

"I'm not here trying to
be a hero, I'm just here try-
ing to win four games," he
said. 

It was certainly not the
best baseball ever played,
with 14 walks and five
errors. Yet it was entertain-
ing the whole way. 

Not that the team that

led the NL with 53 come-
backs wins was worried,
especially with the erratic
Ramirez out in left field. 

Because on consecutive
plays in the eighth, Ramirez
let St. Louis tie it. Two sin-
gles brought Foulke from the
bullpen, and Renteria hit a
single that Ramirez overran
for an error that scored a
run. 

At 49 degrees with a 21
mph wind, it was a bit nippy.
Plenty of players put on ski
caps for batting practice and
La Russa wore gloves on the
bench. Commissioner Bud
Selig bundled up in a heavy
coat and scarf next to the
Boston dugout, three rows in
front of cuddling couple
Jennifer Garner and Ben
Affleck.  

Ortiz became the 28th
player to homer in his first
Series at-bat. Troy Glaus of
Anahaeim (2002) was the
last to do it...Pitcher Jose
Santiago was the only other

Red Sox player to homer in
his first Series at-bat, doing
it against St. Louis' Bob
Gibson in 1967. Game 2 will
be Sunday night, with Curt
Schilling again testing his
sewn-together ankle against
St. Louis' Matt Morris.
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In BriefIn Brief
$300G Flush
for Kravitz?

NEW YORK (AP) - An
insurance company has
sued Lenny Kravitz, say-
ing it had to pay for more
than $300,000 worth of
water damage in a neigh-
bor's apartment after one
of Kravitz's toilets over-
flowed two months ago.
Amica Mutual Insurance
Co. says that a neighbor’s
"sustained catastrophic
water damage" on Aug. 1
due to Kravitz's "allow-
ing a commode to become
blocked, clogged and
congested with various
materials." Because of
the damage, Amica had to
pay $333,849.77 to fix
the condominium apart-
ment on the floor below
Kravitz's flat in their
SoHo building.

Boxer Dorsey
Jr. Dead at 69 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) -
Joseph Dorsey Jr.,  a
boxer who won a 1957
legal fight against a
Louisiana law that
banned interracial bouts,
has died at the age of 69. 
Dorsey died Wednesday
of cancer. The interracial
boxing ban was passed in
1956 and Dorsey chal-
lenged it the next year,
arguing that it was uncon-
stitutional and deprived
him as a black boxer of
the opportunity to earn
about $10,000 a year. The
5th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled in 1958
that the law violated the
equal protection clause of
the U.S. Constitution's
14th Amendment. Dorsey,
a light-heavyweight,
ended his career with 29
wins and six losses.

Sports/Leisure

AP

LM Otero, AP

Sox Sock it to Cards in Game 1

Boston Red Sox pitcher
Keith Foulke and catcher
Jason Varitek hug after
the last out of game one of
the World Series against
the St. Louis Cardinals

Texas running back Cedric
Benson (32) scores a touch-
down in front of teammate
Will Matthews (37) and
Texas Tech Keyunta Dawson
(96) in the fourth quarter.

Texas Topples Texas Tech 51-21


